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PONG TU “WASH”, “CLEAN” TRONG TIENG ANH
VA “RUA, “GIAT”, VA “CHUI”, “CHA”, “XAC”
TRONG TIENG VIET
Ngé Thi Bio Chéu'

ABSTRACT

Language is a picture of the world and the picture of each nation reflects the national
views and perception about the world of the community. For example, an action "make an
object out off dust/dirt", English use two verb "wash"/ “clean”; while based on what kind
of objects need to “make out off stain”’ and specific features of the object, Vietnamese use
many verbs for this action: “rua”, “giat”, “chui”, “cha” va “xac”. "This difference
shows Vietnamese divides relatively meticulously the world for the action "make an
object out off dust/stain", and hence, reflects the life is mainly manual work in a
particular historical period of the Vietnamese. Thus, with this category, thinking of
Vietnamese quite subtle, deep and specific.
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Title: The verb “WASH’/“CLEAN” in English and “RUA, “GIAT” va “CHUI’,
“CHA”, “XAC” in Vietnamese

TOM TAT

Mbi ngon ngit la mét birc tranh vé thé giGi khach quan va birc tranh thé gidi ciia moi dan
tgc sé phan anh cach nhin, cach tri nhgn vé thé gidi cua cong d‘ong ngon ngir do. Chang
han, dé chi hanh déng “loai bé bui ban, vét nho ciia mot doi tong”, tiéng Anh cé hai
dong tir “wash” va “clean”; trong khi dé, dira vio doi twgng can lam sach va tinh chat
cu thé cia doi twong, tieng Viét ding nhiéu dong tir dé chi hanh dong nay: “riea”,

“giat”,” va “chui”, “cha”, “xac. Su khac biét nay cho thcfy sw phan chia hién thuc ti mi
cua nguoi Viét doz Véi cde hoat dong “lam sach mét doi twong”’; va qua do, phan anh doi
song nghiéng vé lao dong chan tay trong mét thoi diém lich surcu the cua nguoi Viét. Nhuw
vay, voi pham tri nay, cdach tw duy cua nguoi Viét kha tinh 16, sdu sdc va cu thé.

Tir khoa: ngon ngii, tri nhdn, dong tir

1 PAT VAN PE

Thé gioi vat chét bao gf”)m cac su vat, hién tugng, su tinh cia thé gidi khach quan.
Khi dwoc phan anh vao ndo nguoi, ching tao thanh cac hinh anh, biéu tuong va y
niém. Ngon nglr dugc xem 1a mot buc tranh nhan thirc vé thé gidi khach quan cua
mdi dan tdc. Va birc tranh thé gidi 4y s& phan anh cach nhin riéng vé thé gidi cua
mdi cong ddng ngdn ngir - cach thirc tri nhan, tri giac thé gidi khach quan nhu thé
nao. Su khac (va giéng nhau) gitra cach tri nhan cta cac dan toc dugc phan anh
qua moi mét doi song xa hoi, dac biét qua ngdn ngu Chinh sy khac nhau d6 phan
anh nét van hoa dac sac, nét dac thu riéng cua moi dan toc.

! BM Ngir Van, Khoa KHXH&NV, Truong Dai hoc Cén Tho
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2 NOI DUNG NGHIEN CcUU

Dé chi hanh dong dung nudc lam sach mot vat (hay mét bd phan nao do cia sy
vat), tiéng Anh dung dong tor “wash”. Trong khi d6, dua vao doi tugng can lam
sach va tinh chit cu thé cua ddi tuong, tiéng Viét dung co nhiéu dong tur dé chi
hanh dong “ding nudc lam sach” nay. O déy, ching t6i chi dé cap dén nim dong

LR INT3 299 ¢

tir co ban: “rira”, “giat”, va “chui”, “cha”, “xac”.

2.1 Rira = wash
So séanh nhiing cau sau:
Vdl1: T.Anh: “I wash up all dishes after dinner”

T.Viét: T6i rira nhitng cai chén (bat) sau bira tdi.
Theo Tl Dién tiéng Viét, “rira” (dgt): “Dung nudc hodc chat long lam cho sach.”
[3;839] Vd: Rira chan tay, rira chén, rira rau...

Theo Tir Dién tiéng Anh — OXFORD —advanced learner’s, “wash” (verb):
“to make sth/sb clean using water and usually soap. Vd: these jeans need
washing” [4; 1458].
(tam dich la: 1am cho ngudi/vat sach bang cach dung nuéce, thudng co xa phong”
Nhu vy, trong trudong hop nay, “wash” (T.Anh) = “rira” (T.Viét).

2.2 Giat=wash
Theo Tir Dién tiéng Viét, Giar 1a mot dong tir miéu ta hanh dong: “Lam sach quan
do, chan chiéu, ... bang cdch vo, xdt, chdi, giil trong nuée, thwong cing véi chat
tdy nhw xa phong.” [3;397] Vd: giat quan 4o, giat gié lau. ..
Hay xem xét vi du sau:

Vd2: T.Anh: I wash my clothes every day.

T.Viét: Toi gigt quan 40 mdi ngay.
Trong trueong hop nay, “wash” = “giat”. Sy khac biét trong cach st dung hai dong
tir “rira” va “giat” ¢ ddy dua vao sy khac biét vé dbi tugng bi tac dong. Ngudi Viét
khong dich cau trén thanh cdu: “Téi rira quan 40” (-). Boi theo cach tri nhan cua
ngudi Viét, dong tir “rira” chi hoat dong dung nudc 1am sach bui (hay nhimng vét
do nho) mot cach nhanh chéng va nhe nhang, khéng nhoc cong tén strc nhidu. Con
dong tir “giat” bao ham ca hanh dong “vo™ - tirc sy cha sat, co sat. Viée “gidt” ton
cong stic co hoc va thoi gian nhidu hon (khong ké dén viéc giat may).
Nhu vay: giat = rira + vo (thoi gian, cong co hoc)

2.3 Chui = clean
Vd3: I wash this pan.

(T6i reka cai chio nay.)
Vd4: Lots of soot sticks to this pan. I must clean it right now.

(Cai chdo bi bam nhiéu lo qua. Téi phai chai né ngay.)
Qua vi du, ta thiy “Clean” trong tiéng Anh dong nghia voi dong tir “chui” trong
tiéng Viét (con “wash” =“rira”).

“Chui”1 (dgt): Lam cho sach vét ban bang cdch cha xdt véi mét vt mém.

[3;182]
Vd: Chui chéan vao tham cé.
Theo tir dién Oxpord, “clean” (verb): “to make something free from dirt or dust by
washing and rubbing it. Vd: to clean the windows” [4;215]
(Tam dich 1a: 1am cho vét khong con ban hay bui bang cach rira va cha xat chiing).
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Theo dinh nghia nay, clean = rub+wash

Rub: “to move your hand, or some thing such as a cloth, backwards and forwards
over a surface while pressing firmly.” [4;1117]

(Tam dich 1a: Cha xat: di chuyén tay hay mot vat gi nhu gié, t6i va lui trén mot mat
phéng, va dé/nén manh (tay hay vat) that chat).

Khi so sanh hai vi du (3) va (4), chung ta s€ nhan ra sy khéc biét gitta dong tur
“rita” va “chui” trong tiéng Viét. Sy khac biét ¢ day 1a “tinh chdt” cta ddi tuong.
Vi cai chio chi dinh bui, nguoi Viét chi dung dong tir “ria”; nhung khi cai chio
dinh nhiéu lg (nho ndi) — lo bam chat hon bui, nguoi Viét lai dung dong tir “chui”.
Chinh nho ndi phan anh nét van hod cia nguoi Viét — dung cui, trau (vo cua hat
laa) hay rom dé nau chin thic dn. Nhimg san phdm 4y gin voi nén vian hod, vin
minh néng nghiép lua nudc cua nguodi Viét. RS rang, nhitng dong tir nay phan anh
mot cach sinh dong doi séng sinh hoat ctia nguoi Viét.

Vi du khac, khi néi chui ban, chui ghé, chui tay, vui long chui chan vao tham truéc
khi vao nha...= clean (up) the table/the chair/clean my hands, please clean your
foot on the carpet before go into the house...

Dbi voi truong hop nay, mudn 1am sach bang cach “chui” thi thuong ding nhiing
dung cu mém hd trg nhu khan lau, gi¢ lau...Nhimg truong hop nay khac voi
truong hop chui chao, chui noi... 1a viéc s dung nudc. Chinh vi vy, nhiéu ngudi
d& nham 1an cho rang “chui” trong truong hgp nay tuong duong véi “wash’; boi vi
thuc chét, viéc chui ndi trai qua hai giai doan “chui truoc — rub”, “rica sau - wash”
cho sach, vi lo/mui than bam qua chat.

Trong thuc té str dung, yéu cau quan trong nhat/yeu cAu “can” cta “chui” khong
phai 1a “wash” ma 1a “rub”; boi trong mot s6 truong hop, ta khong can dung nudc
dé “wash”. Chang han, viéc chui noi, chui chdo...thi thuong di kém véi nudce; con
vi€c chui tay, chui chdn vao tham...it khi st dung nudc, con viée lau chui ban
ghé...co khi dung nudc thim vao gié, ¢6 khi khong.

Nhu vay, trong nhitng truong hop nay, “chii” con dong nghia voi “lau” — diéu nay
dugc lam sang to trong tir Dién tiéng Viét.

Chui 2 = lau: Lam cho khé, cho sach bdng cach dwa nhe mot vat mém trén bé
mat.[3;182]

Nhung, “chiii 1” cling 13 mot hanh dong ma ngudi thuc hién phai ton nhiéu cong
strc va thoi gian hon “lau” (= chii 2) (nhu dong tir “giaf” so sanh v6i “rira”). V6i
“lau”, ta chi can “dwa nhe” mdt vat mém trén bé mit cta vat; trong khi “chii” doi
hoi pha1 ‘cha xdt” vat véi vat mém dé 1am sach bui ban. Va mot cau hoi duge dat

a “chui” ¢6 hoan toan déng nghia véi “gidr” hay khong? Cau tra 10i 1a khong. Su
khac nhau giita hai dong tir ndy chinh 1a ¢ chd:

“Gigr’: Dung hai tay tac dong truc tiép (co sat) vao ddi twong

“Chu”: Ding tay (thuong chi dung mét tay - c6 dung cu - tac dong vao ddi tuong,
tay kia ¢ dinh hoa ddi tugng) tdc dong mdt cach gian tiép vao ddi tuong (dung cu
hd trg nhu “dd chui ndi” hay “cudc”). Vi du: chiii noi, chiii chdo...= clean the pot,
clean the pan...

“Chui” thuong 13 tir cia nguoi mién Nam ding, con ngudi mién Béc lai

thuong st dung tir “co”, véi chung mot nét nghia.
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2.4 Cha = clean
Mot van dé lai duge dat ra: Khi chung ta dung ban chai dé giat qu?m 40, hay “lam
sach ban chan” sao khong dung “chui” ma lai dung d(}ng tr “cha”. Trong trudong
hop nay, su khac bi€t 1a do c6 dung “dung cu hé tro” hay khong. Pong tir “chui” 1a
dung vat mém lam cong cu hd tro tac dong vao dbi tugng. Trong khi, vdi dong tir
“cha”, chung ta dung vat hd trg cimg hon —thuong 13 ban chai. Viéc “cha” con doi
hoi vat phai c6 mat phéng nam ngang, trong khi ddi véi “chui”, vat co thé co mit
phang (nhu chiii mdt ban, mdt ghé...) hodc khong (vd: chii/lau xe; chii hoc ghé,
héc ti, hoc nha...)
Vdé6: T.Viét: Bao gio t6i cling cha chan that sach khi tam.
T.Anh: I always clean my feet when I take a bath. (khong noi: I rub my
feet.)
Tuong ty nhu viéc chui ndi, chui chao; thyc chit ddi véi nguoi Viét, viée “cha
chdn khi tam” cling trai qua hai giai doan: cha truc (=rub), rira lai sau (wash).
Chinh vi vay, nhiéu khi chung ta 1am xem “cha” twong duong v6i “wash”. Nhung
xét vé ban chat, khi néi dén “cha chan”, ching toi xem day la mot hanh dong
twong duong voi “clean” = rub (cha) +wash (rua).
Trong tiéng Anh, c6 dong tir “crush” c6 nghia 1a “chd” nhung 1a “cha vé™- 16t vo
(Vd' to crush beans: cha vo ddu). Tiéng Anh ciing c6 dong tir “rub” c6 nghia 1a
“co xar”/ “cha” (xem lai 6 2.3), nhung dong tir nay chi hanh dong “dung 2 vdt co
xdt véi nhau true tiép nham @é tao ra “ma sat” — tao cong co hoc hay nhiét ning”,
khong nham muc dich “rira” hay “lam sach”. Ching toi khong cho “chd” béng
“rub”, boi “rub” chi c6 co sat vat — chi tao ra cong co hoc, ma khong dung nudc
“riza” lai. Danh tir “friction” - chi su co xat trong tiéng Anh ciing mang nghia
tuong tw). Con thuc chat cua dong tir “chd” ma chung t6i dé cap o day, ngu y chi
1a nhiing truong hop c6 ding dén nude.
Vd7: - It’s rather cool so I rub my hands to make myself warmer.
(Troi lanh quad, t6i xoa tay cho dé lanh.)
- Rub a aluminium bar and a iron bar...
(Ché/co thanh nhom va thanh sit...)
“Cha” cung khong gidng voi “xac”. Su phan biét giita “chd” va “xac” 1a
dwa vao “tinh chdt ciia hanh dong”: “cha” thi ky ludng, con “xac” thi so qua.
Tuy nhién, trong Tir dién tiéng Viét cua Vién Ngon ngit hoc khong co tir “cha”
theo nét nghia “cha chan”, dé “chd” 12 mot nét nghia twong ty nhu “wash”; ma chi
6 “cha” nhu nét nghia cta “rub, crush” nhu tiéng Anh: “Cha” 1a mot dong tir chi
hanh dong: “Ap manh ban tay, ban chin hodc gi ¢é mdt phang xuéng va dwa di
dua lai nhiéu lan dé trén bé mat dé lam cho tréc, vé, hodc ndt ra. Vd: cha ddu, cha
nat” [3;130].
Nhung trong thuc té, dic biét ¢ nhitng ving qué, dong tir “chd” nay that su co sir
dung, nhu cha chén (khi tam). Do vay, day c6 thé 1a mot tir dia phuong.

2.5 Xac =clean

O mién Nam, mot sb ving phuong ngir c6 dung dong tur “xac”. Pong tir nay
thuong dung dé chi hanh dong: it vat nim dim trong nudc, dung dung cu
(thuong 13 ban chai) cha so qua. Vd: xac chiéu, xac c6 do so mi, xac bao/dém
(ding dé chira lia, phoi lia). ..

Vd 8: Con dem chiéc chiéu xudng song “xac” cho me.
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(T.Anh: Could you please clean the mat for me")
Viéc xép “xac” vao nhom dong tir twong duong voi “clean” 1a mot didu kho khan,
Vi “xac” ¢6 diém giéng véi “wash”. Thuc chét cia viée “xac” 1a két hop ca viéc
“wash” vat trong nudc va “rub” (cha nhe) vat cing mot lic, nén chung toi quyét
dinh dat “xac” vao nhém ddng nghia véi “clean”.
Mic du cing thude cing mot nhém (cing dong nghia voi “clean”), nhung “xac”
khac véi “chii” va “cha” & dic tinh: “xac” phai ding nhiéu nudc hon (thuong dim
vét trong nudc) hai dong tir kia. “Xac” ciing bao gdm hanh dong “chd” nhung chi
cha nhe nhang va so qua.
Chu ¥, trong tiéng Viét, “xac” > con chira mot nét nghia 1a * nap > (vd: xac binh, xac
pin, xac dién thogi...). Trong tiéng Anh ciing c6 dong tir “charge”, c6 nghia la
“nap” (nap dién, nap pin, nagp binh...), chit khong phai mang nghia “xgc” nhu
chung ta dé cap o day.
Vd9: The battery almost run out off. You should charge it right now.

(Pin gan nhu hét sach rdi. Ban nén Xxac lién.)
Nhin chung, nét nghia ctia “wash” trong tiéng Anh rong hon nét nghia ctia mot sb
dong tir twong duong trong tiéng Viét: “rira”, “gidar”, “x a “clean” rdng hon
“chui”, “cha’
Su khac bi€t gitra “rira”/ “giat”/ va “chui”, “chd”, “xac” cung phan anh sy khac
biét phan nao giita “wash” va “clean” trong tiéng Anh. Khi ding “wash” bét budc
phai dung nhiéu nuéc, va “clean” c6 thé khong dung nuée; néu cé dung, thuong
dung voi mot luong it hon (thuong dung nude thim vao cac dung cu hd trg), va
“clean” con bao ham ca nét nghia cuia “rub” (cha xat). Va nhin khai quat nhu cach
dinh nghia ctia Oxford thi “clean” con bao ham ca “wash”.
Toém lai, sy khac biét cuia nam dong tir tiéng Viét nay co thé tam tom tit nhu sau:

99 66

TIEU CHI Rira Giat Cha Chui Cha
1.Dung nuéc + + + + +
2.T6n nhiéu thoi gian, cong strc - + + + -
3.Tinh chat3.1 Chét do bam chiit - 0o -
doi twgng 3.3, Vit c6 mat phang ngang // - + +- -
4.1.1 Truc ti€p /l - - - -
4.1 Tryc (bangtay)
4.Tac dong tiép/gian tiép 4.1.2 Gién ticp+tMém  // - - + -
(dung cu) +Cing  // + + - +
4.2 tinh chat 4.2.1 So qua // - - /+
tac dong 4.2.2 Ky ludng // + + // -

(ddu “//": Biéu hién khéng ro)

Mot s6 nguoi nude ngoai hoc tiéng Viét phai mat mot thoi gian dai dé phén biét sy
khac nhau cua nhitng dong tir ndy, ciing nhu tiép nhan mot phan nén van hoa Viét
Nam. Su khac biét trong viéc st dung cac dong tr “rua”, “giat”, “chui”, “cha” va
“xac” da phan anh doi séng nghiéng vé lao dong chan tay trong mot th(n diém lich
sir cu thé ctia ngudi Viét. Ngay nay, véi nhimng tac dong tich cuc ciia khoa hoc ki
thuat; doi séng vét chét, tinh than cua nguoi Viét ngay cang dugc nang cao; nhung
chung ta van sir dung nhitng dong tir trén v6i su phan biét cu thé, ti mi trong cach

99 ¢ 99 ¢

! Theo mot s6 ¥ kién ca nhén, “xac” trong nét nghia nay vay muon tir tiéng Phap “Charger”.
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thirc tac dong vao ting dbi twong cu thé ciing nhu tinh chét cua nhimg hoat dong
chan tay nay.

3 KET LUAN

Nhu vay, su phan biét tirng nét nghia riéng biét trong cac dong tur tiéng Viét “riea”,
“giar”, va “chii”, “cha, “xac” (trong khi tiéng Anh chi ding dong tir “wash” va
“clean” dé chi nhitng hoat dong nay) cho théy su phan chia hién thyc ti mi, cu thé
clia nguoi Viét dbi voi cac hoat dong “ding tay lam sach mét vit gi d6”. Qua do,
phan nao ciing thé hién rang: v&i pham tri ndy, cach tu duy ciia nguoi Viét kha
tinh té, va cu thé.
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