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ABSTRACT

Oc Eo culture is an ancient culture existing in the first century to the VII
century AD, covered with a very large area whose central land is inthe
Mekong Delta. During the French colonial period, the French scientists had
considerably inversted researching with important findings about the Oc Eo
culture in the provinces such as An Giang andDong Thap. However, in Can
Tho, the discovery and excavation of Oc Eo have been implemented pretty
late, but still collected a lot of important and great contribution to the study of
the Oc Eo culture,which has been under a lot of controversy and discussion.

TOM TAT

Van héa Oc Eo la mét nén van héa cé cé nién dai trong khodang dau cong
nguyén dén khodang thé ky VI — VII sau cong nguyén, cé dia ban hét sicc rong
lom voi tmng tam la ving ddt dong bang séng Ciru Long. Trong thoi Phap
thuge, cdc nha khoa hoc ngwoi Phap da day cong nghién ciru va c6 nhing
phat hién quan trong vé vin héa Oc Eo tai cac tinh An Giang, Pong Thap...
Tuy nhién, o ving ddt Can Tho viée phat hién va khai qudt di chi khao c6 hoc
thuéc van héa Oc Eo dién ra kha muén, di vdy & day van thu thap dwoc rat
nhiéu hién vit quan trong va c6 dong gop to lon doi voi viéc nghién ciru vé
Véin héa Oc Eo von con nhiéu tranh cdi, ban ludn.

1 D(‘); NET VE VAN HOA OC EO VA DI
CHI VAN HOA OC EO TAI XA NHON
HUYEN PHONG PIEN - THANH

NGHIA -
PHO CAN THO

Oc Eo 12 mdt khu di chi khao ¢b hoc thudc tinh

(Nhon Ai, Nhon Nghia - Phong Dién), Hau Giang
(Nhon Nghia A - huyén Chau Thanh), ving ven
bién Tay Nam (U Minh, Nam Can) kéo dén ving
rung Sac duyén hai (Can Gio, Gidng Am...) va
vuon ra tan Bién Dong (khu vuc tir ctra song Tién
dén Ca Mau). Ngoai ra, khao ¢ hoc da phat hién

An Giang, dugc nguoi Phap (nguoi tién phong la
nha Khao ¢b hoc 15i lac Louis Mallaret) phat hién
va khai quat tr naim 1944, dén nay d3 c6 hang
tram di tich dwoc khai quat. Nhiéu van dé vé vin
héa Oc Eo va vuong qudc Phu Nam c6 ton tai tir
khoang ddu Céng nguyén dén giita thé ky VI, VII
dang dugc nhén dién mét cach ro nét. Dia ban
chii yéu cuia van héa Oc Eo 1a khu vuc chau tho
song Ciru Long bao gdm nhiéu ving sinh thai
khac nhau cia cac tinh An Giang (Oc Eo- Ba
Thé), Kién Giang (P4 N6i, Nén Chua, Tan Long),
Pong Thap (ving Pong Thap Muoi), Can Tho
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nhiéu di tich di vat thudc van héa Oc Eo & céc
tinh Binh Dwong, Binh Phudc, Tay Ninh, Pdng
Nai, mot phﬁn Long An, Binh Thuan va Thanh
phé Hb Chi Minh.

Cong viéc nghién ciru van héa Oc Eo ¢ ving
d4at Can Tho - Hau Giang dién ra kha muén so voéi
cac tinh khac ¢ ving dong bang Séng Ctru Long.
Tu nam 1990, khi nhin dan kéo vé ap Nhon
Thanh - x3 Nhon Nghia dé dao vang thi di chi
khao ¢b hoc Oc Eo nay méi duoc quan tm chu y.
Bao tang Can Tho da phéi hop véi vién Khoa hoc
xd hoi Thanh phé H6 Chi Minh (nay 1a vién Khoa
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hoc xa hdi vung Nam B9) tién hanh khai quét, sau
hon 10 nam da thu dugc hang loat cac cac két qua
quan trong tai cac di tich khao ¢6 hoc nhu: di tich
o xa Long Thanh - huyén Phung Hiép, xa Thanh
An, Thanh Trung - Thét Nét, xa Vinh Trung - Vi
THuy, xa Pong Phudc - Chau Thanh, x& Nhon
Nghia, Nhon Ai - Chau Thanh A (nay 1a huyén
Phong Dién - Tp Can Tho). Trong sb cac di tich
duoc tién hanh khai quét thi di tich tai xa Nhon
Nghia duoc quan tdm nhiéu nhat va ciing tai noi
nay di khai quat duoc nhidu nhét cac hién vat hét
suc ¢o gia tri, dong gop to lon vao viéc nghién
ctru nén vin hoa Oc Eo von con nhiéu bi an.

Trén dia ban Nhon Nghia da phat hién nhiing
di tich tiéu biéu ma phan 16n trong d6 hién nay da
dugc quy tap vé Bao tang Can Tho, nhd d6 ma
cong viéc nghién ciru tim toi dé phuc vu cong tac
hoc tép, giang day cho sinh vién, hoc sinh trén dia
ban Thanh phé Can Tho dién ra tich cyc va hiéu
qua hon.

2 CAC DAU TiCH VA HIEN VAT TIEU BIEU

Sw xuit hién cdc coc gb thé hién diu tich cw
tra trén nha san: Sy xut hién cac coc gd phai
chiang da thé hién dau tich cu tra trén nha san cia
cu dan Oc Eo xua, ddy 1a mot cau hoi hién dit ra
nhiéu vin dé can nghién ctru siu hon tir nim
1990, trong mot hd nude khong rong 13m, trén
nhitng canh dong sa lta rong ménh mong thudc
4p Nhon Thanh — xa Nhon Nghia — huyén Chau
Thanh A xuét 16 nhidu coc gd nhé 1én khoi mat
nudc duoc nhan dan dia phuong goi 1a Lung Cot
CAu. Rai rac trong cac dia nudc do nhan dan dao
va cac hd tham do ciing thay nhiéu cot gd con
cim sdu trong long dat. Do 1a nhitng coc gd tron,
pha‘“m con lai ¢6 coc dai 1,7 m dén 1,8 m, mot dau
duoc vat nhon dé cim xuéng dat con dau kia
bang phang, duong nhu c6 diu vét cia nhimg
chiéc vd gb dong trén diy. Co nhleu khuc go co
duc mong & gitra c6 18 dung lam vd dong coc. Vi
pham vi khai quét con hep nén cac nha khoa hoc
van chua xac dinh vi tri nha ¢ dya trén dau vét
coc gb con lai.

Nhirng hién vat dung trong sinh hoat hﬁng
ngay: Bao gdm binh, vo, d6 dung va nhiéu loai d6
dung khac, nhiéu nhat 1a dd gém. Nhitng chiéc
binh ¢ voi kha tiéu biéu cho vin hoa Oc Eo dung
dung nudce, c6 hinh dang can ddi va dep, vai xudi,
bung phinh thuén xudng day, chan dé thap, miéng
rong, dau voi thuong co gd tron, cd mot voi cia
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mot chiéc binh kha dic biét di bi rdi khoi binh,
dugc tao thanh hinh mat nguoi, trong tya nhu mot
chiéc mil cao, mat hoi dai, séng miii hoi cao, hai
mat 14 vét 4n cia méng tay, cam khong can ddi,
ban tay trai ndm mot vat nhu mot chiéc khan vt
qua vai.

Trong db nung niu, dang cha y 1a nhitng chiéc
nap ddy. Day la nhing vung 16m, vanh ngoai
vung nam gac trén go noi ‘nau. Nhirng chiéc ca
rang (bép 10) dung dun ndu trén san nha hoic
trong cac ghe, thuyén di lai trén séng duoc phat
hién kha nhiéu. Gém thudng duoc trang tri hoa
van hinh hoc nhu dudong gach dung, xién, ngang
hodc nhitng duong séng nudc.

Dén dit nung, thip bang dau thyc vat c6 nhidu
loai, dén hinh vudng c6 go canh hoi nhd cao, long
trong hoi 16m, bén chan dé ngan ding dé co dinh,
hinh bau duc ¢ tay cAm nam bén ngoal gan nhu
vudng goc véi dia dén; dén c6 tay cAm nam chinh
gita dia dau 1a loai dén di dong dung cim tay dé
di chuyén. Nip binh hwong hinh thap nhiéu tang,
¢6 16 hinh hoa thi dugc phat hién kha nhiéu.

Nhiéu doi se chi bang dat nung, diu hiéu cua
ngudi dét vai, chan dén bang kim loai ciing la
nhing loai hinh thudng théy.

Trong s6 nghé thu cong, dang chu y nhit 1a
nghe kim hoan. Mot ndi nau chay kim loai bang
dat nung di duoc phat hién. O day ndi con dong
lai xi kim loai. N6i khong con nguyén ven, hinh
bau duc, thanh day. Khoang 10 chiéc khuén duc
bang d4 dung dé duc dd trang sirc, trén mdi khudn
thudng c¢6 nhidu hinh vat duc nhu: khuyén tai,
nhan, bua hinh dong vat, hinh mat troi, day
chuyén... da tim thdy cing nhiéu dd trang stc c6
nhiéu hinh dang twong ty. Thong thuong cac dd
trang strc bﬁng kim loai dugc ma mot 16p vang.
Trén tat ca cac khuon dic thi hoa tay hinh con dia
(hodc nong noc) 1a nhiéu nhét va c6 18 1a loai
trang strc dugc wa chudng luc bay gio, so voi mot
sO dia diém khao cb khac & céc tinh thi tai day tim
dugc nhiéu khuon dic nhét.

Véi s6 lugng nhidu nhit, ¢ gbm & day chu
yéu gdém hai loai chit liéu min va tho. V& ky
thudt, k¥ thuat ban xoay dugc ap dung nhung van
con mot sb it d6 gdm dugc nin bang tay. Nhing
binh, vo dung nudc thuong la loai gém min, co
hinh dang can d6i, dep, khong thdm nudc; duge
nung & nhiét do cao, mau hé)ng gach. Cac loai
hinh khac gdm binh, vo 16n, ndi nau in, c6 dén
dat, ca rang, co nép binh huong, c¢6 vat hinh nam
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bén trong c6 hat san khi lic gdy ra am thanh, c6 1€
duoc dung nhu qua chuong nho.

Ngoai ra, & day chung ta ciing thiy mot sd
nganh nghe khac nhu nghe tac tuong da, diéu
khic gd, co thé co ca nghe dong thuyen dé phuc
vu di lai trén song. Nghé dong thuyén ciia nguoi
Phu Nam c6 thé dwgce khang dinh qua cac cong
trinh nghién citu trwéc didy nhwng qua nhirng
gi tim dwoc tai Phong Pién thi ching ta chwa
thé két luan vé diéu nay.

Nhirng hién vit mang tinh chit tin nguéng,
ton gido: 5 tuong than visnu dd dugc phat hién.
Po 1a cac vi than thudc Balamén gido co chuc
ning bao vé thé giéi va 1a biéu hién cua quyén
lyc. Hinh tugng phd bién nhat 1a mot vi than véi
bbn tay ¢ nhimg biéu tuwong trong tay nhu chiéc
da, con dc, cai chuy va bong sen (hodc qua céu).
tu thé ding thang, dau d6i mil cao hinh tru. bang
tiéc 1a cac twong déu bi giy mét nhiéu bo phan,
mot pho tugng chi con tir phén nguc tr¢ 1én dugc
tac tuong dbi hoan chinh thé hién sinh dong cac
b6 phén cua co thé.

Mot twong Phat bang gb & d6 sau 0,8 m, chiéu
cao con lai 1a 78 cm. Tuy bi hity hoai nhiing chi
tiét cham trd khong con nhan rd, nhung co thé
nhan thdy pho tugng trong tu thé dimg léch hong
vé bén phai, do dai dén tan chan. Mot ban tay
ngudi 16n gip 3 lan ban tay ngudi thuong duge
khéc cham rat hién thuc, 1o céc chi tiét ngon tay
va mong tay cho thiy ddy co thé 1a pho tuong
Phat cao tir 3 dén 4 m.

Ciing & 4p Nhon Thanh, hai twong Phat khac
bing g0 dwoc nhan dan phat hién ngiu nhién
nhung hién da that lac. RS rang Balamén gido va
Phat gido da duoc cu dan vian hoa Oc Eo sing bai.

Déu vét md tang cb ciing duoc phat hién. Pay
mo con lai nhitng vién gach, da va dau vét than
tro. Co thé day 1a ngdi mo hoa tang thuong cé
chon mot sé hién vat qui. Ngoai ra ciing tim thay
duoc mot s so ngudi duoc tron 1an trong cac di
tich van hoa. Do 1a nhing tu li€u quan trong dé
x4c dinh nhitg cht nhan cia nén vin hoa nay.
Trong nhiing tan tich sinh hoat c6 ca cac xuong
tht 16n nhu rang voi, nga voi, xuong trau bo...

T nhiing tu liéu da khai quét trén co thé nhan
thdy di tich Oc Eo & ving dat Phong Dién - Can
Tho 1a mot bo phan khing khit ciia vin héa Oc Eo
& ddng bang song Cuu Long, mét phan dat dai
cua vuong quoc Phu Nam cd, ton tai trong
khoang tir thé ky I dén thé ky VII sau cong
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nguyén. Day 1a di tich cua mét cong dong cu dan
chuyén séng bang nghé nong c0 trinh do san Xuét
thi cong my nghé cao va c6 mdi giao thuong véi
cac nudc lang giéng.

Bing phuong phap Carbon phong xa, cac hién
vat dugc khai quét tai ép Nhon Thanh — xa Nhon
Nghia da dugc xac dinh nhu sau:

— Mau tuong Phat bang gb: 1625 + 45 BP,
tirc 325 £ 45 AD.

— Mau coc gd nha san: 1630 + 50 BP, tirc 320
+50 AD.

— Mau ban tay Phat bang gd: 1675 + 45 BP,
tirc 275 £ 45 AD.

— Mau than trong tdng vin héa: 1410 + 50
BP, tirc 540 + 50 AD.

— Mau so dira nude: 1600 + 50 BP, tic 350 +
50 AD.

Thong qua giai phau hoc 3 so nguoi dugc phat
hién tai déy, Gs Nguyén Quang Quyén da cho két
ludn: “cdc ddc diém trén cho thdy so nay c6 nhzeu
ddc diém cua dai chung Mongoloid va gan giong
so nguoi Viét ngay nay”. Cung voi nhat xét trén,
PGS.TS. Nguyén Lan Cudng va TS. Nguyén Kim
Thuy ciing da két luan: “So ¢é nam ¢ Nhon Thanh
gan giii voi cdc tdp hop so nam hién dai nguoi
Viét, Khmer... va phan 1ém nhimg di cot nguoi ¢
Nhon Thanh mang yéu t6 Mongoloid.

3 MOT SO NHAN XET VE DI CHI VAN
HOA OC EO TAI XA NHON NGHIA -
HUYEN PHONG DIEN - THANH PHO
CAN THO

Cuw din Vin héa Oc Eo ¢ Nhon Nghia da
xdy dung mot trang thai kinh té - xi hoi 6n
dinh: véi du tich nha & va cac hién vat sinh hoat
thuong ngdy duoc phat hién voi sb luong khong
nhd da cho théy day 1a khu vyc cong cu lau dai va
lién tuc trong budi dau hinh thanh va phat trién
cia nha nuéc Phit Nam ¢d, vén duoc hinh thanh
tir Van héa Oc Eo. Nhitng hién vat nhu binh, vo,
ca rang, than tro, bén canh d6 mét ) luong 16n
cac trang sic voi nhidu ching loai vang, dong
khac nhau, kleu dang phong pht, da dang... la
minh hoa séng dong cho cudc song cua cu dén
vin héa Oc Eo trén dia ban ving dit Can Tho xa
xua, cung v6i nhitng di tich tai An Giang, Pong
Thap, Bén Tre... d3 v& 1én mot buc tranh kha toan
dién vé trang thai kinh té x4 hoi ruc 1& cia mot
nén van hoa cd, mot nha nude cb trong budi dau
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ctia nén van minh Pong Nam A noi chung va &
Viét Nam noi riéng.

Tin ngwong, Ton giao cia cw dian van hoa
Oc Eo 1a sw dung hoa cac yéu td ton giso khac
nhau: Véi nhiing hién vat nhu dau tich tuong
thin Visnu cia Balamén gido, ddu tich twong
Phat kha 16n da cho thay cu dan vin hoa Oc Eo da
dung hoa cac yéu té ton gido khac nhau dé lam
phong phu thém cho cudc song tdm linh cua cong
ddng noi day. Tuy 0 Can Tho khong phat hién cac
di tich Thap hodc nén thanh da nhu & Pdng Thap,
Bac Li€u, Vinh Long, An Giang... nhung vdi cac
tuong Phat, than Visnu kha 16n, duoc tao tac mot
cach hoan chinh thé hién trinh d¢ diéu khac, cham
trd hét stc tinh té da phan nao giup cac nha khoa
hoc duyng lén mét doi séng tam linh dat chuén
muc cao trong xa hoi c6 dai thoi bay gi0, 10 rang
v6i cac hién vat nay, phai mat nhidu thoi gian va
cong sirc hon nita mai c6 thé nghién ctru tim hiéu
mot cach can k&, thau déo.

Nghé thi cong dat trinh dd cao va co nét
riéng biét: cic hién vat gdm va trang sic bang
kim loai ciing nhu cac tuong gd dung dé tho cung
khi khai quat dugc du trai qua hang nghin nam
trong long dat nhung van giit duoc nét doc dao va
tinh té, c6 hién vat con nguyén ven da ching to
nganh nghé thu cong noi day dat trinh d6 cao, tuy
chua phat hién cac 14 vang, tuong vang nhung
viéc nguoi dan dia phuong da lay di nhiéu hién
vat bang vang truéc khi cac nha khoa hoc khai
quat da lam cho viéc tim kiém nhitng hién vét nay
tré nén khé khin hon. Nhung khong vi thé ma
nhitng hién vat thu cong & day lai thiéu di nét tinh
xao nhu nhiing noi khac, viéc tim thay nhiéu ndi
nau kim loai vang (c6 thé chiém sb lwong 16n nhét
trong cac di chi Oc Eo) da thé hién nét riéng biét
trong hoat dong thu cong vi duong nhu noi day
hoat dong thu cong chiém uu thé, Phu Nam ¢ la
vuong quéc ma hoat dong thuong nghiép dong
vai tro hang dau thi c6 thé tai Nhon Nghia 1a mot
noi quan trong san xuat hang hoa ra bén ngoai. Co
thé néi di chi Nhon Nghia 1a mot trong nhiing b
phan quan trong cau thanh nén vin héa Oc Eo ruc
13 ¢b xua.

Di c6t va so nguoi tai Nhon Nghia mang
nhitng dic diém ciia nhan ching mongoloid
(nhém Indonésien): Nhiing phat hién di c6t va so
nguodi noi day dua cac nha khoa hoc dén két luan
cu dan Phu Nam cb thudc nhém nhin ching
Mongoloid, tuy nhién do yéu t& Australoid ciing
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dugc tim thdy tham chi troi hon vi vy c6 thé
nhiing cu dan tai ddy thudc chung ngudi
Indonésien von 1a td tién ciia nguoi Khmer hién
dai. Do déc thu c6 qua it di ¢t duge tim théy nén
di cbt va so ngudi & Nhon Nghia 13 nhimng ct liéu
hét stre quan trong cho viéc xac dinh chu nhéan cua
van hoa Oc Eo ¢b 1a ai, von 1a mot cau hoi van
con bd ngod va chua cé sy thong nht.

4 KET LUAN

Cu dan van héa Oc Eo ¢ 4p Nhon Thanh - xa
Nhon Nghia - huyén Phong Pién - Thanh phé Can
Tho chinh 13 nhimng chii nhan dau tién cua ving
dat Can Tho - Hau Giang ngay nay. Chinh ho da
khai pha tu nhién, khai hoang rimg ram, chdng
choi v&i tha dit, dao kénh dan nudc, khic phuc 1l
lut, bién dam lz‘iy thanh déng rudng tao co sd
thuan loi cho cudc séng cua minh va cua ca
nhitng thé hé mai sau. Trai qua bién thién hang
nghin nim lich st tuy chi con 14 phé tich nhung
nhirng hién vat khai quit dwgc tai Nhon Nghia
- Phong Pién vin gitp cho cac nha khoa hoc hiéu
thém dugc vé vin hoa Oc Eo ciing nhu nha nudc
Pht Nam c6 dai. Trong nghién ctru vé Vin hoa
Oc Eo tai Can Tho du dat nhiéu thanh tyu kha
quan nhung van con d6 rat nhiéu van dé doi hoi
cac nha khoa hoc phai nd luc nghién ctru, trong
tuong lai, hy vong voi su giup stic cua xa hoi, su
hop tac cua cac nha khoa hoc s& c6 nhiéu thém
nita nhitng cong trinh lam sang té thém mot thoi
ky huy hoang cua vin héa Oc Eo tai dong bang
song Ctru Long noi chung, Can Tho noi riéng.
Nhiing hiéu biét vé Vin héa Oc Eo va nha nuéc
Pht Nam ¢6 dai s& lam phong phu thém lich sur
cia ving dat Can Tho giau truyén thdng, ciing
nhu goép phan lam phong pht sinh dong thém lich
sir viing dét chin rong véi hang nghin niam lich sir.
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