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THAN PHAN NGUOI NONG DAN NAM BQ
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ABSTRACT

Ho Bieu Chanh was a writer who gained many achievements when writing about
peasants. He not only discovered and highlighted the beauty of the Southern peasants’
personality but also got an insight into their status in a certain period of the history. Ho
Bieu Chanh’s novels reflected the peasants in Southern rice fields who lived in poverty
and illiteracy as well as had a poor social position. In fact, Ho Bieu Chanh is the novelist
of Southern countryside. Ho Bieu Chanh’s novels put a long term impact because of
expressing his concerns about life and releasing his stresses of social context. These
works are about not only the past issues for criticism but also the present issues for
Sfurther thinking about valuable moral lessons.
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TOM TAT

H6 Biéu Chénh la nha van c6 nhiéu thanh cong khi viét vé nguoi néng dan. Ong khong
chi phat hién va d@é cao vé dep trong tinh cdch nguoi nong dan Nam B6 ma con théu hiéu
than phdn ciia ho trong mét giai doan lich sir nhat dinh. Tiéu thuyét Ho Biéu Chanh da
thé hién thdan phdn ciia nhitng con nguwoi noi rugng dong phwong Nam phdi song trong
canh d6i nghéo dot nat, khéng cé vi tri ximg ddng trong xd hoi. Ho Biéu Chdanh ding la
nha van ciia néng thén Nam bg. Tac pham ciia dng cé gid tri lau dai boi ong da goi lén
nhitng tran tro cua cugc doi va néu ra moi birc xuc trong cudc song N6 khong chi la cai
cua hom qua dang bi phé phan, ma con la cdi cia hom nay can duge tiép tuc suy ngam,
dé riit ra nhitng bai hoc quy gid vé 1€ song & doi.

Tir khéa: Thén phégn, nong dén, tinh cach, nghéo khé, dot nat, vi tri xa hoi

1 MO DAU
Ho6 Biéu Chanh 1a nha vin tiéu biéu ¢ giai doan van hoc dau thé ki XX. Tiéu
thuyét ciia 6ng nhu mot buc tranh hién thuc sinh dong va da dang. Nhiing cau
chuyén, sy kién, nhitng hinh anh dwoc ghi lai trong tac phérn ctia Hd Biéu Chéanh
la d4u tich cua nam thang déy bién dong trong lich str xa hoi Nam b thoi ki trudce
va sau khi Phap xam luoc. Mdi tac pham 1a “ki trc” vé mot thoi diém nhat dinh.
Guong mit cua nong thon Nam b hién 1én mdn mot trén tung trang viét cua HO
Biéu Chanh. Khong chi ding lai ¢ do, tac phim cua Ho Biéu Chanh con doi theo
tirng cudc doi, ting s6 phan cua nhitng con ngudi “thip ¢ bé miéng®, quanh nim
“cOi cht lam an, toan lo ngheo kho” ¢ chén rudng dong. Trong vin xudi tu su
Québc nglr Nam b dau thé ki XX, H6 Biéu Chanh 13 nha vin c6 nhiéu thanh cong
khi viét vé ngudi néng dan. Ong da khai quat nén nhiéu diéu thé hién than phan
nguoi ndong dan Nam bo trong mét giai doan lich su nhét dinh.

! Khoa Su pham, Truong Pai hoc Can Tho
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2 NOI DUNG CHINH
2.1 Séng trong cinh nghéo khd, thit hoc

“Ganh cuc ma d6 1én non
Cong lung ma chay cuc con chay theo”

Hai cdu ca dao trén dd khai quat ndi co cuc khén kho ludn bam riét ngudi ban
nong. Ngay xua, nghéo kho, doi rach da tré thanh “sé kiép” deo dudi nguoi nong
dan subt tir doi nay sang doi khac. Lich st khai pha vung dat Nam bo da khac sau,
in dam hinh dnh ngudi néng dan véi vai tro chi chdt. Vén mang dic tinh can cu,
chiu khé, nguoi nong dan da khan hoang hét manh dat dat nay dén miéng ruong
khac. Ciing chinh ho 1 ngudi dit nhitng hat giéng dau tién xudng manh dat hoang
so nay dé sy song duoc ndy mam.

Thé nhung, c6 mot sy that rat bat cong: Ngudi nong dan Nam bo dd 1am vao canh
ting d6i trién mién va chim ddm trong sy dbt nat. Cudc séng ciia ho nhu da di
nguoc chiéu voi su gia ting dién tich canh tac va san lugng thoc gao. C6 tinh trang
trén tat nhién khong phai vi dit dai Nam bd can cbi. Cang khong phai do ngudi
nong dan Nam bo thiéu sy can cti ma chinh 1a do ché do phan phéi bat cong, khong
hop i ctia xa hoi, khoi dau tir thoi nha Nguyén kéo dai dén hét thoi Phap thudc.
Ngudi nong dan, ngudi truc tiép san xudt timg “dd mo hoi s6i nudc mat”, phai
“tam lira ngi nu6c” dé tranh mudi mong, bi mac méi lam ra dugc hat lta cubi
cung lai khong cé quyén s hitu lta gao do minh lam ra. Dat dai do néng dan khan
hoang, khi da thanh b thanh khoanh thwong bi gianh giat, chiém doat gan hét boi
bon chu dién, nhiing ké glau ¢6 hay nguoi nhiéu thé Iyc. Két qua,  ngudi ndng dan

“chay troi khong khoi nang”, mai mai phai lam ngudi cay thué cudc muédn trén dat
dia chu va phai an d6i mic rach. Rudng dat Nam bo phi nhiéu khong nudi song
ngum ndng dan nghéo, ch1 tao diéu kién cho bon dia chu dugc “vinh than phi gia”,

“ngdi mat an bat vang”. Nong dan cang tich cuc san xuét thi dia chi cang thu
nhiéu loi nhuan. That trd tréu: dién tich canh tac cang gia tang thi ngudi nong dan
cang khd cuc diéu dimg. Cho nén khong phai ngau nhién ma nhan vit Ba Cam
trong tiéu thuyét HO Biéu Chanh da khang dinh “lam rudng & xt minh 1a 1am moi
cho chu dién chir ham l1am chi.”[Con nha nghéo, tr. 195].

La mot nha véan xuét than tir gia dinh nong dan, hon ai hét H6 Biéu Chanh rat hiéu
n01 co cyc cua nguoi nong dan nghéo ¢ ndng thon. Ong da bay to niém dong cam
ay thong qua nhiéu tac pham viét vé cude sbéng ngudi ban néng ¢ chén rudng
dong, tiéu biéu 1a tac pham ‘Con nha nghéo”. Cai tuan Budi 1a mot anh nong dan
hién lanh chét phéc, can cu lao dong. Vo chdng quanh nim “dang ning cam cay,
dam mua nho ma”[tr. 9]. Thé ma nam nao “l4a tring thi té ra dugc chimg mot tram
gia du nudi vg con va em, nam nao lua that, dong lua roi khong con du hot nao, thi
phai lo lam mudn ding ldy sb tién ma do nhut” [tr. 8]. Bira 4n hang ngay cia ca
gia dinh: “Trong mam chi c6 hai mén an ma thoi, mot chén mudi sa véi mot dia ca
16¢ chirng ba bdn khira, ma ca l6c cia Cai tudn Budi méi cau dugc hdi trira, ché
khong phai ca mua ngoai chg nén mot khira 16n chung bang ngon chan. May dtra
nho chen diia ma gap c4, con ba ngudi l6n thi hup nude hodc quet mudi sa, ma
ngudi ndo an coi ciing ngon 1am™[tr. 169]. Anh néng dan Cai tuin Budi thiéu hin
phuong tién dé san xuat, khong co dat dai canh tac, ké ca dat cit nha ciing 1a dat
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cta dja chu. D6i v6i ngudi nong dan, ndi kho Ay trién mién tir doi nay sang doi
khac. Duong nhu ho khong ¢6 co héi dé thoat khoi s kiép ban han. Ho Biéu
Chanh da néu Ién sy that xot xa ay: “Cai tuan Budi sinh truong tai xom nay, tir hoi
cha dén bay gid ciing trén miéng dat nay la dat cua 6ng Cai Hiéu”[tr.7]. Cai tuﬁn
Budi lam rudng trén dat ba Cai Hiéu, du dugc mua boi thu hay bi thién tai ma mat
trang van phai dong du sb Ita 300 gia mdi nam cho ba. Pé vo con khoi d6i, anh
chéng danh 6m khan goi di chéo ghe muodn, cho doi 6 mua sau mét hi vong khac.

Ciing vi thiéu dét canh tac, khong co6 phuong tién 1am an 6n dinh, cho nén tinh
canh gia dinh ctia anh Lé Vin D6 trong “Ngon ¢6 gi6 dua” cang khén kho hon:
“Tai Gidng Tre c6 nha ba Tran Thi ban cung d6i rach, thud nay trdi cho trang mua
thi nha ba ciing khéng dwoc vui, hudng chi ndm nay that mua, thién ha nhin d6i
thi nha ba cang tham kho nhiéu hon nita.” [tr.13]. L& Vin D6 1a con trai ciia ba
Tran Thi, phai di ¢ do cho nha giau tir ndm 12 tudi, sudt ngay chi rong rudi ngoai
ddng rudng, 1am ban v6i dan trau, bui co, 16n 1én nhd “hép thu thanh khi” cua troi
dat, c6 strc khoe hon nguoi. Anh ta rat cham chi lam lung “hét cay roi t6i ciy”, “lai
di nhé ma dép bo”, “lam cuc nhoc tbi ngay ma tién cong chéng dugc bao
nhiéu”[tr.14]. Py 1a luc binh thuong, gip nan han han mat mua thi cang bi dat
hon: “Lé Vin D6 di t0i ngdy ma khong c6 ai mudn lam viée chi hét. Lac troi
chang vang t6i n6 tro vé nha, hai chon méi rung, bung déi xép ve, 10 tai ling bung,
cap mét chang vang”[tr.16]. Khong ri€ng gi anh ta, ca nha tir me gia dén chi dau
va dan chau nho déu phai 1am vao canh doi. Tiéng khoc cua nhitng dtra chau, 10
than cua chi dau va “tiéng rén hir hir” ctia me gia da khién Lé Vian D6 phai danh
lidu an trom ndi chao heo dé ciru d6i nguoi than. Pung 13 “ban cing sinh dao tic™!
Diéu chua chat ¢ ddy l1a phai lam “dao tic” dé duoc cai gi? Than phan con ngudi
bdng trd nén thap hén ré ring tot cung. Panh ddi ca danh du, tinh mang dé co
duogc thirc n ma nha giau danh cho suc vat. Vay ma nao c6 dugc! Nbi chéo bi dd
tung toé dudi dat. Hi vong ciru d6i ngudi than ciing tan tanh theo ndi chao 4y. Thé
1a ca nha khong c6 co hoi dé vuot qua con doi nghiét ngd, ma ca ban than anh Do
con phai 1am vao canh kh6 nhuc. Nguoi nha B4 ho Cao khong chat thuong cam
d6i voi ké khdn cing. Dudi mét ho, nhitng ké nhu Lé Vin Do déu 1a hang “cing
can, mat kiép”, khong dang dé thuong yéu hay cam thong. Ho tha hd danh dép,
thang tay hanh ha, con giai 1én quan. Ngudi nong dan nghéo von “thip cb, bé
miéng”, gip quan thi ching khac nao “chudt chay cing sao”. B&i vi “Quan an sat
tra hoi so sia 1én an linh danh don tén D6 100 truong va dd 5 nam vé tdi cudp cua
nguoi ta va danh tai chu c6 thuong tich.” [tr.21]

Van hoc hién thyc phé phan sau ndm 1930, cling nhu tac pham cta Kim Léan sau
nay da viét vé cai ngheo cua nguoi nong dan. Doi, duge xem nhur la mot két cuc tat
yéu ctia qué trinh ban cung hoa. Pi d6i voi no 1a cai chét. Qua mot s6 tac pharn
tiéu biéu la “Ngon c6 gi6 dua“ , HO Biéu Chanh da thé hién ndi cay dang va kho ai
cua nhimg kiép nguoi phai vat lon v6i sy sdng. Nhan vét ngheo doi trong tac pham
Ho Biéu Chanh chua bi dit vao noi gidp ranh giita sy sbng va cai chét mot cach ac
liét va tham khdc nhu truyén cia Kim Lan. Nhung trong mot chirng muc nhét
dinh, ho ciing di bi ddy vao cai thé: con ngudi nhu mudn tré lai ban nang sinh vat,
niu liy sy song bang bt ctr gia nao. Vi hanh dong bung trém ndi chao heo cua
nha dia chu, giyt com cua hai vg chéng nguoi an may... Lé Van Do to ra liéu linh.
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Anh ta phai lidu dé sinh ton. That x6t xa cho mot kiép con nguoi! Léi van ké
chuyén theo duong thang ciia H6 Biéu Chanh 1am han ché it nhiéu viéc miéu ta
qué trinh ban cung hoa, di dén két thuc 1a sy chét doi tham thuong. Thé nhung, van
c6 kha ning goi 1én cudc sdng tam t6i vi nghéo doi ciia nguodi nong dan Nam bod
thoi bay gio.

Ciing nhu bao nguoi nong dan khéac trong tiéu thuyét Ho Biéu Chanh, anh nong
dan Tran Vian Stru trong “Cha con nghia niing” 13 ngudi that tha, chit phac va
chdm lam. Nhung ctng vi khong c6 dat canh tac cho nén phai nai lung di lam
mudn dé kiém song. Puoc cha vo thuong mén, thong cam, ga con gai ma khong
doi hoi sinh 1& vAy ma anh van phai roi vao canh ng nan, &én mirc “lam chay da
phong tran, lo quén ngi quén an; lam hét sirc, lo hét hoi ma dén nam nam moéi dut
ng dugc.” [tr.13]. C6 dugc rudng dé cay céy, d6 1a mo wdc muon doi cua ngudi
néng dan. Tran Vian Siru than véi vo “khéng biét 1am sao mudn rudng cho duoc
ma 1am”[tr.14]. Dau biét rang 1am rudng trén dat chu dién chi 1a dem than “lam
moi”, nhung ho ciing phai danh chap nhan vi khong con con dwdng nao tdt hon.
Du sao di ching nita, ngp Iua rudng cho chu xong xudi ho cling con dugc khoang
trdm gia “vira du cho vo con an” [tr.15] roi tiép tuc “di 1am thué 1am mudn hoic
dap dat hodc lop nha, hodc cheo ghe hodc vac lua” [tr.15] dé co6 thém tién “ma mua
sam quan 4o, x4y xai v4i thién ha” [tr. 13]. Dé c6 dugc hanh phic don so, dang cd
ay, doi khi nguoi ndng dan phai danh dbi bang hanh phiic quy gia cua doi _nguoi.
Chi tiét nho Thi Lyu ¢6 mdi quan hé bat chinh v6i Huong hao Hoi ma Tran Vin
Stru ¢6 dugc dat dé 1am ruong da néi 1én ndi cay dang tii nhuc ciia mot than phan
lam chong ma quéa nghéo kho. Cau néi dua cia Huong tudn Tam: “Phai thi rudng
nho méi c6 ruong 16n chdé” [tr.18], nghe that xot xa va chua chat cho sb kiép cua
nguoi néng dan that tha chat phac nhu Tran Van Stru. Ci nghéo that cay nghiét!
N6 khong chi mang ndi nhoc nhan, co cuc dén véi con ngudi ma con vo tinh lam
ha thip gia tri ciia con nguoi.

Ngudi néng dan Nam bd da trai qua mot thoi gian rat dai, khong cé quyén so hiru
dat dai. La nguoi di mé dat nhung cudi cung ho lai tré thanh ké di lam mudn trén
chinh manh dat do minh khai pha. Véan dé tranh gianh, chiém doat dat dai ciing
dugc dé cap dén trong tic pham cua Ho6 Biéu Chanh. Hé qua ciia nd 1a ndi co cuc
trién mién cua ngudi néng dan. Trude nhitng muu mo xao quyét hay thu doan gian
tra cua ké giau co, nguodi ndng dan khong c6 du suc dé bao vé quyen lgi chinh
dang cua minh. Ho chi con biét cau xin: “Toi nghe lang ho ndi thay vo don thay
khan miéng dat cta toi roi. T6i nghiép toi lam thay' T6i chiém ctr khai pha miéng
d4at d3 hon muoi nam nay néu thay khan thi thiy giét toi con gi.” [Khéc tham, tr.
205]. Nhitng con ngudi “céi cit lam an”, “toan lo nghéo kho” dy c6 biét dau, bon
nha giau dﬁy tinh doc ac, tham lam da c6 nhiéu muu toan chiém doat tir 1au rdi.
Luu dan dén 1ap nghiép tai Nam b phan 16n 1a dan tir chiéng, vi nghéo khé, khong
ké sinh nhai phai bo qué, bé xtr gdng ganh vao noi sinh ldy nudc dong ¢ tin
phuong Nam. Ho nuéi hi vong dén ving dat méi c¢6 thé duoc tu do phat ring 1ap
rudng, lam vuon. Tha dit va thién tai la mbi de doa 16n ludn rinh rap nhung ho da
vuot qua dugc tat ca. Thé ma ho khong thoat duoc “nanh vudt” cua ké thu déng
loai. Vén ngheo tién, it chit nguoi nong dan chi biét dung suc lao dong dé tao ra su
séng. Nhung tr¢ tréu thay, strc lao dong can ci ma ho ¢6 duoc khong gitp ho tao
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dung duoc mot cude séng 4m no, hanh phuc. Cudc doi cia ho rat cude la mot vong
lan quén trong sy bé tac: khong cé dét, di tim dit méi, bi chiém doat, lai tiép tuc la
ngudi khong cé dat.

Cai ngheo thuong di doi voi cdi cuc, ma cling gin lién véi cai khd. Trong ngon
ngit tiéng Viét co tir U “ngheo kh”” vira nhin manh cdi nghéo dén mirc kho, vira
khai quat mot quy luat tat yéu cua cudc séng 1a: nghéo dé dan dén kho. Nguoi
néng dan trong tac pham Ho6 Biéu Chanh khong chi dbi mat v6i cai nghéo ma con
phai dwong dau vai cai khd. Bao ndi lo toan ludn 4m anh cudc sdng yén binh cua
ho. Hi vong mot nim dugc mua vira loé 1én, mang dén cho gia dinh Cai tuan Budi
mot niém vui kho ta. Anh ta “quén nhitng su cuc khd méi qua rdi <, twdng ching
“cling khong so cai budn rau t6i nita“ [Con nha ngheo, tr.10]. Thé nhung, niém
vui khong cét canh n6i. N&i lo vé mét tai hoa sap dén hién ra ngay trong mot budi
t6i 4m cling cua gia dinh.

Qua burc tranh hién thuc vé néng thén Nam bd do Hb Biéu Chanh phéc hoa nén,
chung ta nhin thay nhiéu canh ‘ngang trdi, bat cong, ma ké ganh lay moi sy thiét
thoi chinh la nong dan. Tiéu biéu nhat la ngudi phu nit néng dén. Ho bi bién thanh
mon dd choi ré tién cho nhimng ké gidu c6, nhidu quyén thé ma ciing ldm duc vong
thap hén. Nguoi phu nit nong dan trong tac pham cua H6 Biéu Chanh “nhu thé béo
tr6i”, chiu bao “song dap giod ddi”. Ho khong dinh doat dugc $6 phéan cia minh.
Cudc doi cua ho c6 cai gi d6 ham hiu, ré ring, chua xot dén t6i nghiép. Ho bi vui
dap, co khi roi vao su tuyét vong cting dudong va khong con gi, khong co gi dé bau
viu. Ly Anh Nguyét trong “Ngon ¢é gié dua” 1a mot c6 gai hién lanh, hiéu thao,
xinh dep, tai hoa thé ma phai dem than di ¢ d¢ trir ng, mot moén ng khong rd rang
ctia ngudi cha bac sb dé lai. C6 bi hanh ha, day doa du diéu. Cai kh6 nay dan dén
cai khd khac, c6 d3 mac lua gd bac tinh Tu Hai Yén. Bao da“ing cay tui nhuc ap
dén, bua vay mot co gai vo t6i. Anh Nguyét phai séng trong mic cam khong chong
ma c6 con. Vi s¢ 1am ton hai danh dy gia dinh nén tré vé qué ma khong dam mang
con theo, phai cam gdi con cho nguoi khac. Co da cd ging hét stirc minh van khong
kiém du tién dé chudc ndi con. Pén tan luc tir gid coi doi ciing khong sao co duoc
hanh phtic gip lai con tho. Than phéan ciia Ly Anh Nguyét “nhur trai ban troi” trong
cdu ca dao quen thudc, troi noi bap bénh gitra dong doi. Mudn giir dugc minh, phai
chdng choi véi bao song gio. Tir quan huyén dam 6 dén tén Trinh Tuong hao sic
déu vo vép lay, dé thoa man nhitng ham mudn hén ha cta chung. Poi ¢6 da dam dé
nhiing giot 1¢ tui budn ai o4n. Chang con mo wdc, mat hét niém hi vong.

Sbng giira xd hoi kim tién, véi bao thé luc hic am ludn bua vay, ngudi phu nir
néng dan nghlem nhién tr¢ thanh tha ti€u khién it tén kém cho bon lim tién nhiéu
cua. Chung tha ho chiém doat, day vo, 101 bé roi, khong chut trach nhiém. Bi kich
cudc doi dau chi dén véi Anh Nguyét. Con bao c¢d gai khac vo toi phai chiu nhiéu
canh ngd: c6 Hao trong “Cwoéi gwong”; Thi Xuan trong “Chua tau Kim Quy”;
Tu Lyu trong “Con nha nghéo”. Ngudi phu nit nong dan trong tac pham Ho Biéu
Chanh dting 1a: “Than em nhu ca r6 mé”, bat luc vo vong trudc cudc séng. Ho dé
dang trg thanh ddi tuong bi boc 16t, bi hanh ha. Néu khong nhur thé thi ciing 14 nan
nhan cua nhitng dam mé vat chat, mot san pham tat yéu ctia xa hoi tu san hoa. Co
Hai Phuc trong “Ng¢' doi” 1a mot trudng hop tiéu biéu. Vi siic quyén rii caa kim
tién, c6 Hai Phuc da tir bo cudc sdng ban han ma diy tinh nghia & nong thén. Budc
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lén thanh thi 1a ¢6 dén vdi cude sdng vat chit xa hoa nhung dong thoi ciing 1 di
vao cdi loc Itra gian tra.

Ho Biéu Chanh da dung cong dua vao tac pham nhitng chi tiét vun vit ma mang
nhiéu y nghia, phan anh mot thyc trang dau 1ong: ngudi néng dan vi doi nghéo nén
that hoc. Ngoai manh rugng, con trau, cai cay ho kh(")ng biét gi hon vé tién nghi
cua cudc song Nhin thay xe hoi ho cling ngac nhién, “cai lay v6i nhau” mot cach
hén nhién: “ngudi thi néi ching mudn chay, nguoi ta sé bat ké ngua vo, ke lai ndi
¢6 18 nguoi ta chay bang may chd khong ¢ chd nao dau ma bt ké ngua cho dugc”
[Con nha nghéo, tr 110]. Cai tudn Budi da that tha hoi em: “Khoéng co ngua,
khong c6 gi hét, roi sao ma chay duoc”[tr. 113], “ma ciing ki ché! M4y & phia sau
n6 day chay moi phai, chd dé trude dau rdi lam sao ha?”[tr.114]. Vi that hoc, kém
hiéu biét cho nén méi c6 chuyén: “Ngudi ta hiép dap ma cai tudn Buoi khong hiéu,
tuéng ngudi ta 1am on, nén cui dau lay hwong Quan rdi 14t dat di 1én nha ba Cai
ma lay nita” [tr.90].

Tinh trang d6i nghéo din dén mu chir ting trd thanh qudc nan cia nudc ta. Sau
Céach mang thang Tam, nong dan phai tiép tuc tham gia vao mot cudc chién du
khé ac liét: chong gidc dot va gidc doi. Tir thoi HO Biéu Chanh, van dé nay da tro
thanh ndi buc xGic 4m anh cac nha van. Cai nhin nhiéu chiéu da giup HO Biéu
Chanh hiéu 13 than phan cia ngudi nong dan thoi biy gid. Vi nghéo déi cho nén
phai chiu that hoc, “chit khéng day 1a me”.

2.2 Khong cé vi tri xirng dang trong xa héi

Ngudi néng dan nghéo khd tir thud xa xua, nhitng ngay dau dén ving dat méi 1ap
nghiép da bi khinh bac. Cac thanh nglt “tr6i song lac ch¢” hay “cung cdn mat
kiép” thuong dwoc ding dé noi nhitng 16p ngudi nay, da cho thiy ho khéng co
dugc vi tri ximg dang trong xa hoi. Trong niém thong cam va chia s¢ nhiing xot xa
tui nhuc cta quan chung nhu chinh ngucn than ctia minh, HO Biéu Chanh da goi
1én dung cai thuc trang khong con 1a cua riéng ai: ngudi nong dan vo ti bi ap b
dén muc cung cuc. Song trong mot xa hoi ma bon quan lai chi biét lo huong thu
tim co hoi thuan lgi dé bon rat ctia dan, thi nhitng con ngudi “thip c6 bé miéng”,
khong thé thoat khoi nhimg canh ngd bat cong: “Than minh nghéo khé ho danh
minh thi ho khong ¢6 i, con minh danh lai ho thi minh bi ¢ t0” [Ngen c6 gio
dua, tr 22]. Chinh Lé Van D6 di hiéu duoc sy doi cay ding ay nhung khong lam
gi khac hon dugc, danh phai cai ddu chip nhan. Mang ngudi lac 4y thua kém mot
con vét! Con tham canh nao bang lic Lé Van D6 bj xir phat: “Quan day linh dong
coc, cang tay chon Lé Vin D6 nam sip giita san. Panh don da 100 roi, nat thit
ving mau; chimg mé tréi ra thi Lé Van D6 bo ma di, chd ding khong ndi.” [tr 22].
Chi vi an trém mdt ndi chao heo dé ciru d6i ngudi than ma anh nong dan hién lanh
t6t bung phai sdng canh tu t6i, day ai “ban ngay di lam viéc ning né cuc nhoc, lai
con bi linh dénh x4i trén dau. Ban dém ngu thét thuong...” [tr 22].

Cai dugc goi la luat phap cua nha nu6e duong thoi ching qua 14 14 bua ho ménh
cho nhing ke giau ¢, 1a cong cu dé bon thong tri ap buc dan nghéo. Boi 18, luat
phap ay va ké thi hanh luat phap khong hé tao nén sy cong bang xa hoi ma chi gy
nén bao bi kich cho nguoi dan lwong thién. H6 Biéu Chanh di khéo 1éo xdy dung
nhan vat Pham Ky trong tac pham “Ngon ¢6 gi6 dua”, nhu goi 1én mot thé luc xa
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hoi hic 4m, chi phéi than phan anh ndng dan nghéo. Lé Vian D6 khong thé lam ong
Thién hd Chanh Tam mai mai, cling nhu ngudi nong dan ngheo khong thé song
cugc doi binh yén trong xa hoi duong thoi.

Ngudi nong déan trong tiéu thuyét HO Biéu Chanh dudng nhu chi “cé quyén” chiu
dung sy ap birc, chén ép ma khong thé cat 1én tiéng noi dé bao vé chinh minh. No6i
dang hon, tiéng noéi cua ho hoan toan khong c6 gia tri trude bon quan lai dia chu.
Bi bat b tu day mot cach oan urc, Thu Nghia da van xin, cAu khén hét 10i. Nhung
tiéng no6i cua anh ta da bi sé bac ma Tan Than dut 16t cho quan huyén che 14p mét.
Quan huyén khong con nghe thay gi nita. Gio day quan chi con biét dé mé trong
niém sung sudng vi duge nhiéu tién. Mic cho Tha Nghia c6 gao thet dén v& kham
thi quan ciing ching doai hoai. Thi T6 [Con nha nghéo] vi mudn doi sy cong bang
cho em chéng da lén tiéng ké toi cau Hai Nghia cho vo va me cua hén biét. Nhung
that tré tréu, tiéng noéi thang thin cia ngudi nghéo ddi voi nha gidu bi két an 1a
tiéng noi xac pham danh gia ké quyén thé. Huong quan da ham he Thi Té: “May
lam mét danh gia nguoi ta, may c6 toi ning 1am” [tr 174]. Ong ta con nhic nho
cho Thi T mot su that hién nhién, day bt cong, duoc xem la chuyén thuong tinh
trong xa hoi la nguoi nghéo s& khong bao gio lam gi ndi dé chéng lai ké giau co,
quyén thé nhu ba Cai: “Tao dam chap ndi trong lang ndy ddu may mudn mot ngan
dong bac ciing khong ai dam chiu lam chimg cho may nita.” [tr.74]. Chinh vi thé
ma nhitng ké dai dién cho giai cdp thong tri & néng thon khong can ling nghe tiéng
no6i ca quan chung. Hwong Quan da mic tinh cho Thi T tim moi cach giai thich,
phan tran. Lao ta ciing chi c6 biét mbi mot diéu: “Danh gia cua ba Cai voi cau Hai,
mo Hai khong nh6.”[tr.74]. Nhitng nguoi ngheo nhu vg Cai tudn Budi khong duoc
phép “dén nha ngudi ta”, “néi chuyén xau cho nguoi ta”[tr.74], ké ca d6 1a sy that.
Song trong hoan canh “cai quyén thé manh hon cai thuong nha ngheo”[tr 99],
tiéng noi cua ngucn ban noéng khong hé c6 gia tri ma con tro thanh mdi hoa 16n cho
ban than va gia dinh cua ho.

2.3 Thiéu y thirc phan khang d4u tranh

Bi boc 16t ning né, bi ap burc 1au dai, dan dan ngudi ndng dan co tinh cam chiu. Ho
nhan biét bat cong. Ho bét binh trudc nhiing trd tréu ngang trai ciia xa hoi nhung
ho cam thdy minh bat lyc khong thé lam gi khac hon. Strc yéu thé ¢6, anh Cai tuan
Budi [Con nha nghéo] chi biét khuyén ngudi than va ty nhi véi minh “mot cau
nhin 14 chin c4u lanh”, “Phan minh nghéo in thua v6i ngudi ta sao ndi ma sinh sy”
[tr.95]. D6i dién véi sy bt nhan ciia me con ba Cai téng Hiéu, “Cai tuan Buoi
khong phai 1a khong biét phlen nhung nghi vi nha nghéo ma phlen nha giau thi hai
cho minh chtr khéng hai gi dén nguoi ta, boi vdy anh ta cin ring ngdm miéng
khong dam tra treo tiéng chi hét.” [tr.35].

Tam li nom nép lo s¢ khéng dwgc mudn dat dé canh tac khién nguoi nong dan
phai cti dau chiu duyng moi khd nhuc: “N(’)i di néi lai nguoi ta khong cho muén
rudng nita réi lam sa0 ma nudi con, nudi vo.” [tr.92]. Vili do ay ma Cai tuan Buoi
phai ngdm ding nubt cay, khong dam 601 dau véi gia dinh ba Cai tong Hiéu. Chap
nhan moi thiét thoi vé minh. Ma rdi cudi ciing, Cai tuan Budi cing khong thé thoat
khoi tai wong. Than phan cta ngudi nong dan nghéo 1a thé, mudn sdng binh yén
trong canh nghéo ting ma van khong dwoc toai nguyén. Ho nhu bj don dén tan
cung cua su khd ai.
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Ong Hai Stru trong “Khéc thAm” thiy con bi don roi cta dia chu 1am cho thuong
tich ¢y minh. Ong x6t xa dau dén, nhu dut timg doan rudt nhung lai nghi rang
“Phan minh ngheo thi lo lam an” [tr.145] khong cho con ndi bay noi ba sg mang
hoa. Nhung rdi hoa ciing dén. Doi ngheo, ting thiéu da cot chat ngudi nong dan
vao manh dat cua dia chu dé tha ho bi boc 16t, bi ap burc. Sy ap buc, chén ép ay
nhu mot soi day thong long xiét c6 nguoi nong dan vo toi, cang ving vay s& cang
bi xiét chat hon.

Trudgce thuc té qua dang cay phii phang, nguoi nong dan chi con biét trach dat, than
troi, 01 dan dan ciing mat niém tin & ong troi. Ho khong xéac dinh dugc vi sao phai
khd. Ho dd 13i cho cai nghéo, nhung do dau ma ho nghéo, ho van chua y thirc
duogc. Ho chi thay co sy bat cong gitra ngudi nghéo va nguoi giau trong xa hoi ma
thoi. Vi khong hiéu rd diéu d6 cho nén lic cung cuc ho chi con biét oan trach troi,
oan trach s6 phan, oan trach 10ng ngudi nham hiém doc 4c... Tat ca diéu d6 goi cho
chung ta suy nghi vé mot bi kich tinh thdn ma nguoi ndng dan phai ganh chiu.

Suy nghi ctia ngudi nong dan ludn trong vong lan quan, do ho chua thay dugc ban
chat cua bon dia chu. Khong khac gi nguoi ndng dan trong cau ca dao:

“ Tir nay toi cach dén gia
Tbi ching dam ciy rudng ba nita dau.
Rudng ba vira x4u, vira siu
Vira bé hat thoc, vira lau déng tién.
T6i vé cdy rudng quan dién
Hat théc da 16n, quan tién trao tay”

Nguoi nong dan trong tiéu thuyét H5 Biéu Chanh nghi rang dia chii nay boc 16t
ning né nhung dia chu khac thi c6 thé khéng: “Lam ruéng ¢ x& minh 14 lam moi
cho chu dién chtr ham lam chi. Néu em muén lam rudng, thoi thi di xudng Bac
Liéu lam rudng cho ong thay Kién, lta di ré, ma rudng trang bang hai ruong &
dudi minh. May nho troi em triing it mua thi em kha ngay” [Con nha nghéo,
tr.195].

3 KET LUAN

Mot s6 nha nghién ctru thuong cho rang yéu to dao 1i da chi phdi ning né cam
quan nghé thuét cua cac nha van thudc xu hudng van hoc hién thyc giai doan nay.
Nhan xét d6 1a chinh xac. Nhung néu néi & giai doan 30 nam dau thé ki XX “chua
c6 ai di sdu vao doi sdng cing kho ciia nhan dan lao dong dé moi ra su 4p birc boc
16t cua dia chu phong kién, cua tu ban dé qudc” [5, tr.115], 1a bo qua nhiing dong
gop dang tran trong cua Hb Biéu Chanh. Mic du con han ché nhét dinh trong cai
nhin vé nguoi nong dan Nam bo, H6 Biéu Chanh van ching t6 duge sy thau hiéu
d6i v6i nhitng con ngudi chan 1am tay bun, quanh ndm nghéo kho. Ong ding 1a
nha vin ctia nong thén Nam bd. Tac phdm cua ong s& song mii ciung thoi gian. Boi
ong da goti lén ding nhung tran tré cua cudc doi va néu ra moi buc xuc trong cudc
song. N6 khong chi 1a cai ciia hom qua dang bi ph€ phan, ma con la cai cua hom
nay can dugc tiép tuc suy ngam, dé rat ra nhitng bai hoc quy gia vé 1& song & doi.

30



Tap chi Khoa hoc 2012:23b 23-31 Truong Dai hoc Can Tho

—_—

Al

TAI LIEU THAM KHAO

Phan Cu Dé (1978), Tiéu thuyét Viét Nam hién dai, tap 1, Nxb. Pai hoc va THCN, Ha Noi.

Phuong Luu (1997), Ly ludn van hoc, Nxb. Gido duc, Ha N§i.

Trén Dinh Huou — Lé Tri Diing (1988), Van hoc Viét Nam giai doan giao thoi 1900 —
1930, Nxb. Pai hoc va THCN, Ha Nbi.

Trang Quan Sen, Phan Tén Tai, Nguyén Van N& (2006), Ho Biéu Chanh - Nguoi mé
diong cho tiéu thuyét Viét Nam hién dai, Nxb. Vin nghé, Thanh phé Ho Chi Minh.

Lé Tri Vién- Nguyén Dinh Cha (1976), Lich sir van hoc Viét Nam (tdp 4B), Nxb. Giao duc.

TAC PHAM KHAO SAT

Hb Biéu Chanh (1997), Con nha nghéo, Nxb Van Nghé, TP. H6 Chi Minh.

Hd Biéu Chanh (1988), Ngon cé gid dia, Nxb Téng hop Tién Giang.

Hb Biéu Chanh (2005), Cha con nghia ndng, Nxb Vin hoa Sai Gon, Thanh phé HS Chi
Minh.

Hb Biéu Chanh (1997), Khéc tham, Nxb Van nghé Thanh phd H6 Chi Minh, Thanh ph
Hd Chi Minh.

Hb Biéu Chanh (1935), Cuci guong, Nxb Pirc Luu Phuong, Sai Gon.

Hb Biéu Chanh (1988), Chiia tau Kim Quy, Nxb Tong hop Tién Giang.

Hb Biéu Chanh (1936), No doi, Nxb Dirc Luu Phuong, Sai Gon.

31



